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analysis survey undertaken by the Assam-Bengal Eailway.
The losses estimated in 1935 by the South Indian Railway
were 14 lakhs due to such competition As a result of
this, the various Railways find the strain particularly
heavy. The electi-ification of the South Indian Railway
was a consequence of this increasing competition Since
an electric service is much faster and costs only about
1-62 pies per mile, it is better able to meet such competi-
tion. In 1937-38, the earnings of the South Indian
Railway from its electric service rose to Rs. 6,60,548 from
Rs. 4,26,710 in 1931-32 i e. an increase of nearly 50 per
cent. Similarly, the earnings of the B. B. & C. I. from its
electrified system in 1929-30 was Rs 26-27 lakhs against
Rs. 39-39 lakhs in 1937-38.28
In an age of experiment and innovation, new and more
efficient modes of conveyance have been and are being
invented So vast is the knowledge at the disposal of man,
that the scope for such device is unlimited. The petrol
engine which made its inroad in the early decades of
this century has been continually improving. Methods
have been effected to minimise the costs of operation.
High powered cars with low running expenses have been
introduced in the market. To avoid the high petrol bills
due to excessive taxation and loss through vapourisation,
the diesel engine is being increasingly preferred. But
still, we cannot call a halt to this progress. Motor cars
run on coal gas are making their appearance and in
Madras many of them are running. The possibilities
of these are at present limited.29 A number of factors
tend to vitiate their importance The more important of
these are the following: (1) Considerable loss of power is
engendered unless the compression engine bore is increased
by 25 to 30 per cent which would necessitate considerable
expenditure. (2) The gas has to be cooled and filtered
28    Vide Appendix A-2
29    7ifl$ " The South Indian Motor Owner ", p. 43, Feb. 1940,